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Dear researchers, colleagues, and readers interested in research on cyberspace, 

We are delighted to present the December issue of Cyberpsychology: Journal of Psychosocial Research on 

Cyberspace (4-2015). While it is the last issue of the year, it is also the last issue in the single digits – 

2016 marks an anniversary because we are moving into the 10th volume of the journal and 10 years of 

publishing research on cyberspace! Topics have been diverse throughout the years, although some trends 

are becoming visible as we are starting to get a substantial archive of published articles. Contrary to this 

issue – which comprises of four articles from the United States and one from the United Kingdom – we 

usually have a mix of authors from various parts of the world. Nevertheless, we can see that the number 

of submissions from the U.S. has increased. Each year we set new records in terms of the number of 

submitted manuscripts and, while it generates more work for the editorial office, we are grateful that so 

many researchers consider our journal as an outlet for their work. We are also told by several universities 
across Europe that the journal is on the list of “accepted” journals for publication. 

Next year will see some changes as we are developing new submission system. This will simplify the 

procedure for both authors and reviewers, but the biggest change will be for the editorial office in terms of 

managing submissions and reviews. We believe that this will help us deal with the increasing number of 

submissions – and the work that comes with them – without unnecessary delays. However, technology 

does not solve all problems. Sometimes finding the right reviewers may take more time than we wish and 

we do understand this frustration for authors. Fortunately, this is rare and, most of the time, we manage 
to complete the process within the time we have stated in the journal. 

As of this writing, we can also let you know that the first issue of 2016, which is a special issue on self-

disclosure and privacy, is in preparation, and will be published in March. We believe that our habit of 

publishing two special issues per year has been well received, not the least because it allows us to focus 

on themes and trends in the field of cyberpsychology. We are now planning the 2017 special issues, and if 

you are interested in guest editing a special issue or if you would like to propose a specific topic, please 
let us know. 

Now to the current issue, which we hope you will find to be both interesting and a contribution to our field 
of research. 

The first article, “Parental regulation of online behavior: Adolescents’ experiences and perspectives” 

(Goldstein), focuses on how adolescents experience and perceive their parents’ regulation and monitoring 

of their online behavior and activities. Among other things, the results suggest that adolescents were 
accepting of parental authority and monitoring when it came to cyberaggressive behaviors. 

The second article also focuses on young adults and their parents. In “Perceived differences in knowledge 

about interactive technology between young adults and their parents” (Vaterlaus, Jones, & Tulane), the 

authors set out to study generational differences when it comes to interactive technologies. The results 

show that the perceived knowledge gap between young adults and their parents was increased with newer 
technologies, for example social networking and video chatting, where the gap was largest. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5817/CP2015-4-1
http://cyberpsychology.eu/view.php?cisloclanku=2015122101&article=1#authors


 

The third article, “A review of pornography use research: Methodology and results from four sources” 

(Gmeiner, Price, & Worley), compares different sources used for estimating pornography use. They found 

that three different sources are correlated, but that data from a subscription pornography website 

differed. They suggest that pornography research relying on paid subscription data may provide 

misleading conclusions. 

The fourth article, “Social networking’s peril: Cognitive absorption, social networking usage, and 

depression” (Brooks & Longstreet), examines the relationship between usage and depression among 

social network users. The results indicated that dissociation and heightened enjoyment are associated 

with increased usage, and that usage is associated with greater levels of depression. In addition, the 

findings showed differences related to gender. 

In the fifth article, “Analysing people with head and neck cancers’ use of online support groups” (Algtewi, 

Owens, & Baker), online support groups are investigated. For this specific group, online support groups 

provided information and emotional support that was, to a substantial extent, experience based. The 

authors suggest their findings are an advantageous source not only for patients, but also for family 
members and caregivers. 

Finally, we would like to thank all of you reviewers and authors who contribute to our journal. We could 

not do it without you. We also want to thank our readership and worldwide institutional supporters. We 
wish you a wonderful holiday season and the very best for 2016! 

Kristian Daneback, associate editor 

David Smahel, editor 
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scholarly journal. The first peer-reviewed issue was published in September 2007. The journal is focused 

on social science research about cyberspace. It brings psychosocial reflections of the impact of the 

Internet on people and society. The journal is interdisciplinary, publishing works written by scholars of 

psychology, media studies, communication science, sociology, political science, nursing, ICT security, 
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