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Dear researchers, colleagues, and readers interested in research on cyberspace,

We are pleased to present a special issue for Cyberpsychology: Journal of Psychosocial Research on
Cyberspace. The aim of the special issue is to build upon existing knowledge concerning the mediation of
children’s use of digital technology. We sent out the call for abstracts in the Fall of 2014, with the goal of
receiving submissions on the role of family members, peers, and teachers in mediating children’s digital
technology usage. Another goal was to receive submissions employing either child-centered, parent-
centered, and teacher-centered approaches, or those utilizing cross-cultural perspectives. Therefore, we
titled the special issue, “The Mediation of Children’s Digital Technology Usage,” a title we thought
captured a broad approach to this topic.

Six papers were included in this special issue. The topics are diverse, bringing together research on
children’s evaluations of parental mediation, parents’ perspectives of their technology mediation,
gendered-based parental mediation, peer mediation, teachers’ mediation, and cross-cultural differences in
technology mediation by parents, friends, and teachers. The articles in our special issue represent
research from three continents - Europe, Asia, and North America - and include participants from Belgium,
China, the Czech Republic, Greece, Estonia, Italy, Latvia, Malta, the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania,
Spain, the United Kingdom, and the United States. These studies also include both qualitative and
quantitative research designs. We employed the terminology of “children” in this editorial to describe the
mediation of both children’s and adolescents’ digital technology usage. This terminology was also adopted
because the ages of children in the special issue range from 0 to 16 years.

In this special issue, Haddon emphasized children’s perspectives on their parents’ mediation of their
internet usage, which is an understudied area in the mediation literature. His findings revealed that
children are generally positive about parental mediation but they are skeptical of such mediation,
believing it sometimes lacks credibility. Age-related differences were also acknowledged, and Haddon
proposed that younger children and older children have different developmental needs, which impact their
evaluations of parental mediation. This study is important as it provides valuable information for the
literature on children’s perceptions regarding parental mediation.

Nikken and de Haan took a different approach to studying parental mediation by focusing on parents’
perspectives instead of the child-centered approach employed by Haddon. Another unique characteristic of
this study is that parents reflected on their mediation of younger children’s (0 to 7 years old) digital
technology usage. The researchers appeal for more technology training for parents as parents with fewer
technology competencies had children who were more active on social media.

Utilizing a similar approach as Nikken and de Haan, Talves and Kalmus also investigated parents’
perspectives of their children’s digital technology usage. Their concerns were on whether parents’
mediational approaches varied based on the gender of their children. Interestingly, their findings revealed
that this relationship is more complex, arguing that researchers should consider gender-based mediational
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strategies and the impact of parent-child interactions and parents’ socio-demographic characteristics on
these strategies.

Moving away from parental mediation, Mascheroni, Vincent, and Jimenez examined peer mediation of
children’s digital technology usage. They argued that mobile communication and social networking sites
allow constant access to peer culture, and that this peer culture impacts the photos that children share
online. Their findings indicate that there are sexual double standards in peer norms concerning the
posting of photos online.

Karaseva, Siibak, and Pruulmann-Vengerfeldt investigated teachers’ mediation of children’s use of digital
technology. Teachers primarily acted as guides to help children navigate the opportunities that digital
technology provide. In addition, teachers’ mediational strategies varied based on their pedagogical beliefs
and subject domains. Findings from this research have implications for improving teacher training.

The last article presents a study conducted by Wright, focusing on cross-cultural differences in the
mediation of children’s technology usage. The aim of study was to compare the roles of different
mitigating agents (i.e., parents, teachers, friends) in buffering the negative effects associated with cyber
victimization among Chinese and American children. Findings from this study suggest that culture and
various mitigating agents have different impacts on children’s cyber victimization and their psychosocial
adjustment difficulties.

We hope that you will enjoy reading the papers in the special issue, and that you will find the ideas useful
for aiding future research. Furthermore, the findings generated from these papers can be useful for the
development of policy and intervention strategies concerning the mediation of children’s digital technology
usage. We want to take all the contributors, authors, and reviewers who made this special issue possible.

Michelle F. Wright, Leslie Haddon, & David Smahel
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